
Dear Room 208 Students and Parents,  
 
Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year in upper elementary! I am excited for my third 

year here at Montessori Peaks Academy as part of the upper elementary team. Montessori 
Education has always been a passion of mine. I am a third-generation Montessorian (my 
mother and grandmother were both Montessori Primary Teachers) so I have very deep roots in 
the philosophy and methods of Dr. Maria Montessori. 

For new parents, I will share a little bit about myself.  I am a Colorado native, grew up in 
Lakewood, and graduated from Bear Creek High School. I went on to attend Colorado College, 
where I received my B.A. in Psychology. Six years later I went back to school to complete a 
M.A. in Elementary Education from the University of Phoenix and taught Kindergarten/1st grade 
for about 10 years for public and private schools in Douglas County.   

Sometime between my B.A. and M.A., I found time to get married to a wonderful man 
from The Netherlands. We had a daughter, Annika, in 2006 and a son, Karsten, in 2014.I 
completed my Montessori Elementary I-II credential from The Montessori Education Center of 
the Rockies in Boulder before coming to MPA. Annika and Karsten attend MPA as well, and 
our family enjoys being part of this community. 

As many of the returning parents know, our assistant, Ms. Jen Walsh, is expecting her 
first baby at the beginning of August. During her maternity leave, Ms. Angie Mackey will be the 
substitute assistant. Ms. Jen is scheduled to return about 6-8 weeks after the baby is born. 

                                
  
We are looking forward to working with your children this next year! We work to foster a 

classroom community of support, achievement, and learning. I enjoyed watching students 
pursue interests, teach each other, work at their own pace and walk into the classroom excited 
every morning to see what is next! This year we will continue to work together to learn and 
discover things that will only add to your child’s awesomeness and help them work towards the 
betterment of the world.  We will be doing some amazing things together! 

Look for some exciting events coming up at MPA as the school year approaches. These 
events will give us a chance to get to know each other and connect before the school year 
officially begins. If you have any questions, please email me. Over the summer, I generally ask 
that you give me 2-3 days to respond to an email. 

Thank you, 
Ms. Diana 
diana.visser@jeffco.k12.co.us 
 


